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Gwinnett County Schools

Versus
GA Dept of Education & GA Charter Schools Commission
Concerning Ivy Preparatory Academy in Norcross
Brief Summary & Status of Lawsuit
(data taken from news articles)
· In 2008, the State of GA passed a law establishing the Georgia Charter Schools Commission (GCSC).  This is a state-level, independent charter school authorizing entity.

· This commission then authorized Ivy Preparatory Academy in Norcross as a “State Special Chartered School.”  Ivy Prep. had previously applied for authorization as a Charter School to the Gwinnett County School Board in 2007 but was not approved.  

· On September 11, 2009, Gwinnett County Schools filed a lawsuit against Georgia schools Superintendent Kathy Cox, the Georgia Department of Education, the Georgia Charter Schools Commission, members of the commission and Ivy Preparatory Academy.    Gwinnett County claims the State law establishing the GCSC is not in accordance with the GA State Constitution in that it essentially creates an independent schools system, prohibited by the State’s constitution.  The suit further claims that local funds are being taken to partially fund Ivy Prep. against the specific wishes of the County School Board.  
· Two other GA school districts (Atlanta Public Schools and DeKalb County Schools) have since joined as parties to the Gwinnett County School lawsuit.  In the mean time, the GA Charter Schools Commission has authorized additional charter schools, with a total of seven now approved.
· Fulton Superior Court Judge Wendy L. Shoob has been assigned the case.  It currently is in the early evidence discovery and deposition stage.  Former State Attorney General Michael Bowers, is representing Gwinnett Schools in the case, while the GA State Attorney General’s Office is mounting the defense for the Georgia Charter Schools Commission, the State Department of Education and the two commission charter schools named in the case.  The second charter school named in the suit is Charter Conservatory for Liberal Arts and Technology in Statesboro.
