AFP Gwinnett kicked off 2010 with a great meeting Tuesday January 19 at Arena Tavern.  Peter Henrickson gave us an overview of the efforts of The Constitution Committee of Gwinnett in promoting better understanding and greater appreciation of the Constitution in citizens of all ages.  Their web site is: http://www.teachtheconstitution.org/   and it includes a slide show primer on the difference between a democracy, a federation and a republic, as well as the relationships between the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence.

Also discussed were the reasons behind and the status of the recent efforts at recalling Charles Bannister, the Chairman of the Board of the Gwinnet County Commissioners.  The impetus for the recall effort was “Multiple acts of malfeasance committed as county officials ignored constituents and embarked on their own agenda.”   It was also reported that “The angst of voters was particularly tweaked by the recent 21% increase in property taxes, especially in the face of citizens already shouldering extreme pressure from lost wages and devalued real estate.”  More information will be available at the website; www.gwntrecall.com , currently under construction.  Or, contact Randy DeVault at Gwntrecall@yahoo.com
And finally, a report on the Gwinnett County School Board was presented by Doug Edwards.  A list of the Gwinnett County School Board members (with contact information) and the Board’s regular meeting dates for 2010 (3rd Thursday of each month, except in April when the Board meets once in each of the five school districts) were provided.  Background was also given on the 2008 State law establishing an independent Georgia Charter Schools Commission (GCSC), that Commission’s authorization of Ivy Preparatory Academy in Norcross as a State Charter School, and the subsequent lawsuit filed by Gwinnett County Schools against the GCSC, the Georgia Department of Education and Ivy Prep Academy.  The County’s primary complaint is that the law establishing the GCSC is not in accord with the GA State Constitution in that it partially precludes local control over the county’s schools.  The GCSC has subsequently authorized statewide six additional charter schools, and two other GA school districts (Atlanta Public & DeKalb County) have joined with Gwinnett Co. in their lawsuit against the GA Department of Education, etc.  The lawsuit is currently in the early evidence discovery and deposition stage and the case has been assigned to Fulton Superior Court Judge Wendy L. Shoob.
Our next meeting will be held at different location:  it will be held at Old Towne Tavern, 835 Lawrenceville Suwanee Rd. Lawrenceville GA  from 6:00 pm  till 8:00pm Tue February 16.  Melvin Everson, candidate for GA Labor Commissioner will be our guest.  RSVP to Charles Grizzle, 770-331-3988, getrealgrizzle@gmail.com.
